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AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF SACRED LITERATURE 6S 

SUGGESTIONS TO LEADERS OF CLASSES IN 
THE GOSPEL OF JOHN 



BY GEORGIA L. CHAMBERLIN 



The chapters which are to form the basis of the study for the present month 
are perhaps better known to Christian people young and old than any other 
portions of the whole Bible. For this reason it is particularly difficult to handle 
them. They have been read so much and so superficially that the task of giving 
them new and more vital content has been rendered difficult. On the other 
hand, if the full meaning of these chapters and a sense of the wealth of assurance 
to the Christians of the first century that they contain can be fully understood 
by the members of the class, the chapters will become to them not only beautiful 
in themselves and comforting to all Christians, but luminous with the experience 
of the Christians who lived so near to the time of Jesus that their Christianity 
was life itself. 

To accomplish this it is necessary to picture vividly the scene, and to seek in 
every way to give reality, not only to the Last Supper, but to the conditions 
under which the Christians were living at the end of the first century. 

FIRST MEETING 

i. Palestine at the end of the first century. 

2. The progress of Christianity during the first century. 

3. Suggestions in this section of the Gospel of John which reflect these 
conditions. 

4. The accounts of the incidents of the Last Supper as found in the Synoptic 
Gospels. 

5. The story as found in John. 

Discussion: In view of these differences what is the particular value of each 
of these accounts to us today ? 

SECOND MEETING 

i. The prayers of Jesus as recorded in the Synoptic Gospels. 

2. The great intercessory prayer in chap. 17. 

3. The observance of the Lord's Supper as a memorial by the Christian 
church since Jesus' time. 

Discussion: What are the suggestions of the various prayers of Jesus with 
reference to the things for which we should pray and the answer which we may 
expect ? 

QUESTIONS EOR REVIEW 

1. Name some of the peculiar features of the narrative of the Last Supper as 
described by the author of the Gospel of John. 

2. In what connection does the idea of the supernatural nature of Jesus, so 
prevalent in this narrative, appear in this chapter ? 

3. What lesson is drawn here from the lesson of the feet-washing, and how 
do you interpret vs. 14? 
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4. Describe the scene and the incidents presented in 13 : 24-30. 

5. In the great discourse beginning with 13:31, what does Jesus declare to be 
the sign by which Christians shall be known ? 

6. What strong doctrine of the earliest Christians and of Paul shows modifi- 
cation in 14:1-4? 

7. In view of vs. 6 name some reasons why it is easier to find God now than 
before Jesus lived and taught. 

8. What is the peculiarity in form in the contents of chap. 14 ? 

9. What is the central teaching of this chapter ? 

10. What is the teaching of Jesus as to the prayers of his followers as pre- 
sented in this chapter ? 

11. Under what conditions is the future presence of God and Jesus in the 
world to continue ? 

12. How closely in this chapter does Jesus identify himself, God, and the 
Holy Spirit ? 

13. What is an allegory? 

14. Why is that a better name than parable for chap. 15 ? 

15. What is the lesson of this allegory ? 

16. How does the doctrine of Jesus' death differ in this Gospel from the 
doctrine of the atonement which has come down to us from Paul ? 

17. How does the author account for the persecutions in the midst of which 
the church of his time then was ? 

18. Where has the idea of the witness of Jesus suggested in vss. 26, 27 appeared 
before in this Gospel ? 

10. What are the leading thoughts in Jesus' prayer ? 

20. These chapters have brought comfort to Christians through all the 
centuries since they were written. Has your study of them made them more or 
less practically helpful to you ? Why ? 

REFERENCE READINGS 

We repeat titles suggested earlier in the course: A. Worsley, The Fourth 
Gospel and the Synoptists; Sanday, The Criticism of the Fourth Gospel; Scott, 
The Fourth Gospel; Bacon, The Fourth Gospel in Research and Debate; Hastings, 
Bible Dictionary and the Dictionary of Christ and the Gospels. 

TRAVELING LIBRARIES FOR MINISTERS' 
The Preaching Task of the Modern Minister 

(Arranged by Professor Theodore G. Soares) 

Cooley, Social Organization. Goodspeed, The Story of the New Testament. 

Coe, The Religion of a Mature Mind. Clarke, Sixty Years with the Bible. 

University of Chicago Sermons. Soares, The Social Institutions and Ideals of 

Bousset, Jesus. the Bible. 

Case, The Historicity of Jesus. Walters, Genetics. 

Anderson, The Man of Nazareth. Thomas, Source Book of Social Origins. 

Montefiore, The Religious Teaching of Jevons, Comparative Religion. 

Jesus. Harnack, What Is Christianity ? 

Moffatt, The Theology of the Gospels. Hermann, Communion with God. 

Bad6, The Old Testament in the Light of Brown, Unity and Missions. 

Today. 

' For $3 . 50 one of these libraries will be sent, transportation charges paid, to any 
address in the United States or Canada. Fifty cents additional is required for the dis- 
cussions. Terms of loan, four months. 



